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Claims: 
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1 Tether system fortension leg platfonns (4). with tethers (6) having u»iper 
and.owerpipesectl.r,s(1.2).character.sed by the tethers (6) ha/inga 
stepped reduction of the diameter towards the seabed such that the up^r secb- 
on(s) (1) have positive buoyancy. arnJ such that the upper sec»ion{s)^) compen- 
sate for the weight in water of the lower section(s) (2). 

2 Tether system for tension leg platforms (4) according to/flaim 1 . 
. characterised b y tethere (6) with an increasing pre^re resistance as 

the depth towards the sea-bed increases. 

3 Tether system for tensionleg platforms, characterised by 
' tethe,^ (6) having pipes of different diameter, with aiubstantially continuous re- 

„ auction towards the seabed, and ^creased p/ssure resistance towards the 
sea-bed. 

4 Tether system for tensionlleg W accordance with claim 1 or 
3. characterised by theyth^r^stem having a weight in water closet 

20 neutral. 

5 Tether system for tension le^platfoims (4) according to claim 1 . 
characterised by teth^/baving pipes with at least two stepped reducU- 

ens of the diameter towards th6 seabed. 
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6 Tether system for t/slon leg platfonns (4) according to claim 1 . 
characterised b/ tethers having pipes with at least two stepped increa- 
ses of the wall thickne/s towards the seabed. 

, Tether syst/i for tension leg platfomis (4) in accordance with claim 1 or 
3 characte/sed b y having upper sections (1) with reduced wall th.ck- 
nes5suchthat> total cross sectional area of th pipe wall is maintained ap- 
proximately oonstant over the height 
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8. Tether system for tension leg platforms (4) in accordanp^ claim 1 or 
3, characterised by having sections made of s>€ffel- 



9. 



Tether system for tei^ leg platfomisi^ 



3. characterised/byhavingsec 



Is made of composite materials. 
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10. Tethers (6) forldeetJ^auji^ 
having pipes with a stWped/^uction of the diameter towards the seabed, 

1 1 Tethers (6) for^P sea use according to daim 10, 
characteri^^ by using the tethers on tension leg platforms 

12. T^er3(6)fordeepseause, characterised by 
havintf^ecreasing buoyancy towards the seabed 



